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INTRODUCTION

TheFoxhallVillage Historic District was
designatedn July 2007to acknowledgeand
preserve the special architectural and landscape
characteof this early 20" century planned
neighborhod. Becausd-oxhallVillage is a
designated historic distti, exterior alterations
aresubjectto a designreview processinderthe
DistrictOs preservatitaw. The Historic
PreservatiorReview Board and thgaff at the
Historic Preservation Office review building
permit applications to ensure that such work
preserves important character-defining features
of historicpropertiesard that alterations are

s compatible with
\ the district@
existing character.

These design
guidelines have
been developed to
assist property
owners in
understanding the
principlesand
practices of
i preservation and
conmpatible alterations in the Foxhall Village
Historic District. These guidelines supplement
the policies established in the city@
preservation law, regulations, and current
practices.

The Historic PreservatioOffice (HPO), which
has a professional staff of architects and
preservatiorspecialistscanprovide
architectural and teciral assstance on
appropriatgoroducts sevices,andtechniques
relevant to the renovation of older hesn

Propertyownersareencouragedo consult
informally before submitting an application for
exteriorwork, eitherby phone email, or in
person.

Mosttypesof work, suchasin-kind repairand
replacenent and nmor rear alterations, can be
approved by the HPO staff in an expedited

ver-the-counterOpermit review. More
substantialvork, suchasnewconstructioror
additions,is subjectto reviewby the Historic
Preservation Review Board (HPRB) at one of
its monthly meetings.

For further infomation and full texts of the
preservation law and regulations, see the HPO
website atvww.planning.dc.gov/hpo

THE FOXHALL VILLAGE HISTORIC
DISTRICT

The Foxhall Village Historic District is
significantasa cohesivecollectionof

residential properties designed and developed
to evoke the irage of anaditional English
village. The community is comprised primarily

of rowhouses with generous setbacks, enhanced
by lush gardens andgtedterraces.The
houses are laid out in a picturesquamanner
alongwinding lanescircles,andcrescent-
shaped open spaces with rear alleys.
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MAP SHOWING
FOXHALL VILLAGE

FOXALL
COLONY HILL
ESPECIALLY MADE FOR THE
FOXHALL a’lllﬁ ASSOCIATION

A 1932 map of Foxhall Village shows the irregular
sized lots and traffic circles of the district.

The neighborhood was built principally

between 1925 and 1933 by two devel@nmn
teams, Boss and Phelps, Inc. and Waverly

Taylor, Inc. Thebuildings,designedn

variations of the Tudor Revival style, are
finishedin brick, stuccoandhalf-timbering,
capped by slate roofs with side or front gables,
anddetailedwith decorativeclay chimneypots,




multi-pare windows,anddistinctive wood
front doors.

The district also contains a handful of
freestanding houses including two
prefabricatednail-order housedrom Sears,
Roebuck, and Campany. In addition,many of
thehousesn FoxhallVillage havereargarages
facingalleys,which areimportantto the
original design of the community. The one
commerciabuilding, locatedon FoxhallRoad,
wasdesignedn the TudorRevivalstyleto
conplement the neighborhoodOs residential
architecture.

Thedesignof Foxhall Village illustrates how
equal attention was paid both the architecture
and the landscape planning of the
neighborhood. The street plan conferim the
naturaltopographyof thelandandincludes
suchfeaturesaslandsapedraffic circlesand

medians, creating picturesque views throughout

theneighborhood.Enhancedodayby mature
plantings,Foxhall Village conveysaninformal,
park-like setting.

Surrey Lane and Greenwich Parkway photographed around 1929,

A 1929 view of Foxhall Village shows how the street
pattern and siting of the houses conforms to the
topography of the land.

DESIGN REVIEW PRINCIPLES

TheFoxhallVillage Historic District Design
Guidelinesarebasedn thefollowing three
principles:

1. TheFoxhallVillage Historic District is
comprised amost entirely of Tudor-Revival
rowhouseghathaveretainedtheir significant
architectural featureBbrick, wood, stuccoand
half-timbered siding; distinctive wood front
doors;leadedglassandmulti-light wood
windows;variedroof forms with gablesand
dormers cladin slate;andchimneypots,
decorative brickwork, bas-relief panels, and
other unique detailsThese character-defining
elements should be preserved and repaired, or
replacedn-kind, if necessary.

2. Thelandscap®f the FoxhallVillage
Historic District héps create the special
character of the district. Significantlandscape
featuresncludethe nauralistic topography,
openunfencedront yardswith low brick
retaining walls, sirple concrete steps, and
minimal paving in the front yards, all of which
contribute to the park-like feel of the
neighborhood. These elemts and
characteristics should be retained and
preserved.

3. The significant architectural character of
FoxhallVillage is conveyedhroughthe
primary, street-fronting elevations.hdse front
elevations remain remarkably intact, retaining
their original appearance. Rear eevations are
generally more utilitagnin designandoften
exhibit later additions andalterations.While

all exterior dterations are subject to
preservation review, asgeneral rule, greater
scrutiny is given to altationsthataffecta
building® primary elevation or arevisible from
adreet. More flexibility is possible for
changes that affect only a rear or secondary
elevation and are not viséfrom a street.




ALTERATIONS GUIDELINES windows should replicate the original
configurations, using ktoric photographs or
WINDOWS similar houses in the historic districtasa guide.
Thedesignmaterials,andvariety of window
types are important to the architectural Original leaded glass windows should not be
character of the Foxhall Village Historic replaced.Whereleadedglasswindowswere
District. The mixture of multi-pane double- replaced prior to designation, a substitute
hung windows, casement windows, and leaded material that recalls the configuration of the
glass windows on priany elevations contribute historic window may be used as a replacement.
to the neighborhoodOs appealing Tudor Revival On rear or other secondary elevations not
character. Repair and restoration of original visible from a gtreet, replacement windows do
windowsis stronglyencourage@ndshouldbe not haveto match the original windowsin
investigated prior to consideration of terms of configuration or material.
replacement.  In many cases restoring original
windowsto goodoperableconditionand/or Because the primary elevations of buildingsin
installing storm windows can achieve similar Foxhall Village are carefully composed and
energy effi ciency to modern replacements B typically relate to arhythm and pattern of
typically atafractionof the cost. fenestration that extendsthroughoutarow,
altering the size of existing window openings
or creating new windows on prary elevations
is almost never appropriate. New window
openingon secondarelevationsmay be
possibleif they are consistentwith the style of
the building andits patternof fenestrationand
do not result in the altation of any important
architecturafeatures.

The first option for historic windows should
be repair rather than replacement.

If original windows are significantly

deterioratecindmust be replaced, new

windows on primary elevations should

accurately replicate the pane configuration,

operation, material, profiles and appearance of

theoriginal sashgandframes,mcludmg Sa.Sh new windows that fail to match the details,
depth and spacing between ganged windows. configuration, and finish of the originals
If the original windows have already been results in the loss of a significant
replaced, the appearance of replacement architectural feature.

The replacement of historic windows with




BASEMENT WINDOWS

While in most cases expanding a front
basenent window is noppropriate, there may
be limited cases where a ground level basement
window canbelengthenedvheretheexpansion
is hidden from the stredue to grade, depth of
the front yard, or other site conditions. As a
general rule, any acceptable expansion must be
downward only (raintaining the original
width).

DOORS

Front doors are an important character-defining

featurein FoxhallVillage thatshouldbe

preserved.Theoriginal doorsarewood, often

with distinctiveshapeshardwareand

panelingandshouldberetaned and repaired.

If an original frontdooris beyondrepair,the

- replacement must

match the
material, shape,
and details of the
original door. If
the original front
door is no longer
in place, the

replacenrent door should be of the style and

appearancthatis foundon similar houseghat

do retain their original doors. On rear or other

secondaryelevationsot visible from a street,
replacement doors do not have to match
original doors in term of configuration or
material.

It is possible to add storm doors, but they
should be installed ihin the existing door
frame and be largely glazed to alldhe
original front doorto remain visible.

WALL MATERIALS

The buildings in FoxhaVillage have a rich
variety of wall naterials, including brick, wood
siding, and stucco with half-tinering.

Original wall materialsshouldberetainedand
repaired to the fullest extent possible.

If brick repair is mcesary, any new bricks
should natch the existing in color and
dimension. Where repointing mortar joints

between bricks is
necessary, the
mortar must
match the
chemical
conposition of
the existing in
order to properly
function. In
addition, it must match the existing color and
joint width. Smilarly, stucco must match the
existing in composition and color. True stucco
is required and must have a surface finish that
replicates the original.

If wood siding on a pri@ry elevation is
beyond repair, it mst be replaced with wood
that natches the existing board damsions.

On secondary elevatnsnotvisible from a
street, wood should be reglkedin-kind or with
materials such as fiber-ceant siding, which
closely replicates the appearance and profile of
wood. Metal and vinyl siding ay not be used
on primary elevations and its use is discouraged
on secondary elevations.

PAINTING

Paintingtrim, half-timbering,andstuccodoes
not require a perihand is considered good
home maintenance.The HPOrecomnendsa
color palette that blends with the existing
characteof theneghborhood. Painting
exterior bricks, concte, or stoneis not
permitted.

ROOFs

The original roofing reterial throughout the
FoxhallVillage Historic Districtis slate.

The Boss and Phelps houses usadgdr slate
from Pennsylvaniawhile Waverly Taylor
homes used variegated date.

If visible from a street, replaceant roofing
should natch the style and aterial of the
original slate roof. Eveif the existing material
is not original, any reptement roof material
shouldmatch the historicslatein terms of
color, texture, size and finish. Roofing not
visible from a street, typically onrear




elevations orear additions, can be replaced
either in-kind or with an alterative material.

The slate roofs of houses in Foxhall Village
were laid in subtle patterns that should be
replicated in any replacements.

DETAILS

Many of the facades throughout Foxhall
Village have unique architectural details such
as decorative lintels, bas-relief panels,

decorative stonework, medallions, etc. All of

these details are portant to preserve and
shouldeitherberepaired or replacedoy
replicasif beyondrepar. Additionally, the
decorative chimey pots found on Boss and
Phelps houses should beintained or, if
beyondrepair,replacedwith appropriate
decorative clay replacements

ADDITIONS GUIDELINES

While additions are a commonreans of
adapting older buildings for adern use, they
shouldbedesignedn away that is compatible
with the character of the original building and
its context in terms of placement, height, form,
and overall appearance.

Adding to the rear of huilding is generaly the
best way to create extra space without
impacting the property® architectural character
or havinga significantimpactonthe

surrounding district. ldeally, arearaddition
should not be visible frorthe street. A rear
addition should be subordinate B generally
lower in height and smaller in footprint Bthan
thebuilding to whichit is beingaddedand
should not alter the primary forof the
original roof

Adding to the front o& building in Foxhall
Village historic building israrely Dif ever b
appropriate, as it would cover the significant
architectural features of the pramy elevation,
significantly alter the appearance of the

building, andchangéits relationshipwith
neighboringproperties.Enclosingfront

porches, adding projecting bays on houses that
do not already have or historically did not have
them excavating for the creation of bassn
entrances where the grade isflat, or adding

garage entrances are al incompatible

alterations on prim@ry elevations.

These rear additions, decks and porches are compatible
in size and placement, and have no impact on the
architectural character of the neighborhood.




ROOFTOP ADDITIONS

Thedistinctiveroof linesformedby gablesand
dormers are important characteristic®f houses
in Foxhall Mllage that should be protected
from inappropriate aterationsthatinterruptor
compete with these profiles.

Rooftopadditionsarerarely appropriate, but
may beapprovedvheretheyarenotvisible
from a street, do not sgnificantly dter the
massing of he house, and do not result in the
alterationor lossof significant architectural
features. Smilarly, roof decks and their access
stairs should not be visiblfromthe street. If
visible from the rear, additionsanddecks
shouldbe setbackfrom therearwall to
minimize their gppearance.

The addition of a doner on a front elevation is
rarely if ever appropriate asit will alter the
established rhythm of the rooflines and dorens
in FoxhallVillage. In therarecasethata
dormer is appropriate, it should match an
existing dormer in terms of shape, details,
material and location. If no dormer exists, it
should be set back frothe edges of the roof
an appropriate distan@ad match the existing
roofing meterial.

Additions that are visible from the street, such as
dormers (left) or that overwhelm the original house
(right) alter the distinctive character of Foxhall
Village.

OUTBUILDINGS

Garages were integral to the origina

construction of Foxhall Village and are
consideredontributingelements of the historic
district. They should beetainedf possible,
particularlyon the endsof alleys,wherethey
are visible from the street.

If a new garage is planned, it should be clearly
subordinaten sizeto the houseandshould

reflect other aley buildingsin terms of height,
massing, or materials.

The rear yards in Foxhall Village contain both
garages and parking pads accessed off of the alleys.

MECHANICAL EQUIPMENT

No permit is required for heating or air
conditioning units installed in an existing
window opening where the installation requires
simply raising the sash or opening a casement
window. Renoval of window sash is allowed
providedtheinstallationdoesnot resultin the
renmoval of the window fraraand the window

is restoredo its original condition in the event
the equipment is removed.

Through-wall installatiorof equipment is not
permitted on primary elevations, but may be
permissible on secondary elevations aslong as
theinstallationdoesnot damege significant
architecturafeaturesandis finishedin a
manner that generally blends in with the
surroundingmaterial.

Large mechanical equipment must be installed
where it is not visible from the street, such asin
rear yards or significantly set back on rooftops.




If possible newelectricalmetersshouldbe
installedinsideor placed where they are least
obtrusiveto the historic district.

Satellitedishesandantennaehouldbe
installed set far back onaroof oronarear
elevationsothattheyarenotvisible froma
street.

SOLAR PANELS/PHOTOVOLTAIC
SHINGLES

Like mechanical equipment, solar panels or
photovoltaicshinglesshoutl be installed where
they are not visible from astreet. The
installationof photovoltaicshingleson primary
elevations is an incompatible ateration that
would alter the appearea of the slate roofs
that are asgnificant architectural feature of
Foxhall Village.

Any installation on a roof should not result in the loss
or alteration to distinctive architectural features such
as shingles, chimney pots, or other decorative details.

LANDSCAPE FEATURES

The landscape within Foxhall Village is an

integral aspect of the neighborhoodOs aesthetic
thatwasdesignedo reinforcethepicturesque
English village character.

The nmedians, parkways, and the front yards of
the rowhouses forra continuous, park-like
landscape Housegyenerally sit atop
naturalistically landscaped bespnoften
supportedy brick retainingwalls, without
sharpdivisionssuchasfencesandwalls
between prperties. The special charactéigs

of thislandscapehouldbe protectedand
preserved.

Modifications to existing walls, walks, paving,
driveways or fences, and construction of new
driveways, sidewalks, asonry walls, steps or
gardenpavilionsrequirea building permit and
are subject to review to ensure compatibility

with the characteof the Foxhall Village

Historic District. Plating and plant selection
do not require a peritrand are not subject to
review.

FENCES

The front yards of Foxhall Village are
characterized by their open nature which allows
the yards to flow as a continuous open space.

With the exception of the districtOs detached
houses, new fencing in front yards is generally
not appropriate. Rear yard fences should be no
higherthansevenfeet. Chainlink andvinyl

fences are generally nappropriatdor rear

yard fences.

For detached houses, front yard fences (and
side yard fences for corner properties) should




be no higher than 420 and have a 50% solid to
void ratio and have a historic appearance
compatible with the character of the
neighborhood.

Fences in side yards can have a negative visual
impact and alter the open nature of the yards
that is characteristic of Foxhall Village.

PAVING

Front steps and walkways were originally
concrete. Where repair or replacement is
necessary, they should be constructed of
materials that ratch the historic paving
materials. Paving in front yards should be kept
to aminimum so as to retain the lush, park-like
feel of the district.New patiosaregenerally
not appropriate in frondr visible side yards,
but may belocatedin rearyards.

Handrailsalongfront stepsshouldbe simple
and match the design and materials of other

RETAINING WALLS

One of the unifying largtape characteristics in
FoxhallVillage is its continuoudbrick retaining

walls which separate the raised front yards

from the public sdewalk. The walls feature

brick piersat corners and at significant changes

in height. On the houses designed by Boss and
Phelps, mny piers were capped with

decorative concrete caps, which should be
retainedor, if necessay, replacedo match.

Reconstructed or new retaining walls should
match these historic retaining walls in height,
material, craftsnanship and overall appearance.
In orderto retainthe neighborhoodOs
naturalistictopographyterracing sloping front
yardswith multiple retainingwalls shouldbe
avoided. Similarly, to retainthe open,park-

like feel of the district, free-standing walls in
front yards between properties should also be
avoided.

Adding terraces to front yards (above) results in the loss of the
historic topography and introduces retaining walls that
damage the historic open character of the district (below).

historic examplegn the district.




OBTAINING PERMITS

Virtually all types of work in the

District of Colunbia require a building
permit. Permits ensure compliance with
construction, zoning, fire, and other
applicable codes to protect the safety
and well-being of Distct residents.

The Historic PreservatioOffice
reviews al permit applications for work
in historicdistrictsto ensure
compatibility with the sSte and
surroundingneighborhood.

Permits are required for window, door,
and roof replacements; work on front
steps or walks; retaining wall
construction or repair; repointing brick
masonry; installing or replacing fences;
additions, new construction, etc. The
following work does not require a
permit:

e Simple repair and mntenance
e Exterior painting of wood trim
(not masonry)

Window and door
appurtenances, including
screensstormwindows,security
bars, and removable air
conditioning units

Landscaping, including planting,
pruning,or renoval of treesand
shrubs

Non-permanent Ste features,
including outdoor furniture, play
equipnent, and garden sculpture
or ornaments on private

property.

CONTACT INFORMATION

District of Colunbia Office of Planning
Historic Preservation Office

1100 4" Street SWSuite E650
WashingtorDC 20024

(202) 442-8800
www.planning.dc.gov/hpo

Foxhall Canmunity Citizens
Association
www.foxhall.org
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